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Forward 
 

 

This manual is an extension of the MHSAA H andbook.  Included in this manual, 

you will find the general eligibility  rules for band and other pertinent 

information . This is an effort to consolidate information to make it more 

convenient for you. Please review your  region assignment and abide 

accordingly.  

 

All the information contained in this manual will assist in preparing you for 

various events during the school year.  Please familiarize yourself with its 

contents so that you will know in advance what is expected during the year.   To 

avoid un necessary fines, please observe all deadline dates. 

 

Thank you for supporting the efforts of the Mississippi High School Activities 

Association to plan the best events for you.  We appreciate your cooperation and 

look forward to another good year.  If we c an be of assistance, please do not 

hesitate to contact our office. 
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BAND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

Mark Bryant ................................................................. Gulfport 
 
Andy Sanders ......................................................... Southaven 
 
Jay McArthuréééééééééééééééé...Ridgeland 
 
Linda G. Davis .................................................... South Panola 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 
 

Band Bulletin IV ................................................ September 15, 2009 
 
Bandmasters Fall Meeting ................................ September 12, 2009 
 
Second Band Form Due ................................... September 15, 2009 
 
Marching Festival Form Due ............................. September 15, 2009 
 
State Marching Evaluation 

 
Region I ï Tupelo.................................................. October  10, 2009 
Region II ï Grenada.............................................. October  10, 2009 
Region III ï Meridian ............................................. October  10, 2009 
Region IV ï Pearl .................................................. October  10, 2009 
Region V ï Gulfport .............................................. October  10, 2009 
 
Championship Marching ........................................ October 24, 2009 
 
Bandmastersô Clinic ............................... December 10, 11, 12, 2009 
 
Band Clinic List/Dues Postmarked by ............... September 15, 2009 
 
Band Bulletin II Due (Solo & Ensemble) .............. December 1, 2009 
 
Band Solo & Ensemble .......................................... January 30, 2010 

 
State Band Evaluationé. .................................. ..March 8 ï 12, 2010 
 
 
 

 
Please place these dates on your calendar 
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MHSAA BAND ELIGIBILITY LIST 
 
NEW:  If your school enters the names of band students into the MHSAA Remote Eligibility Database, used for 
athletic eligibility, then you may print out a òkeywordó report with a list of band students, attach it to this blank form 
with appropriate signatures, and mail or fax to our office. 

 

Last Name                  First                   M              Grade                       Birth Certificate No.   
 

____________________________________  _________  ___________________________________ 

 

____________________________________ __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________ __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

____________________________________  __________  __________________________________ 

 

_____________________________  __________________________  _________________________  

   SCHOOL                                        PRINCIPAL                        BAND DIRECTOR  

 
Please return to MHSAA by September 15, 2009 
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MHSAA DECENCY CLAUSE 
 

The MHSAA prohibits lewd or suggestive movements of the pelvic area, including 
choreographed dances as well as impromptu celebrations. Uniforms should not be 
suggestive in nature, too tight, or reveal too much flesh.  Uniforms that are designed 
to expose the midriff should not be worn.  If this type of uniform has already 
been purchased, a body suit must be worn so that the midriff is not exposed. 
This applies to all facets of BAND, DRILL TEAMS, CHEERLEADERS, MASCOTS, 
AND ATHLETES. 
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HAZING/HARASSMENT POLICY 

  

The MHSAA is committed to encouraging and promoting good sportsmanship / 
citizenship in all levels of activities and interscholastic competition. We feel a 
responsibility in promoting a positive atmosphere during every event within the 
activities association. Some groups and organizations have taken it upon 
themselves to ñinitiateò newcomers and sometimes these celebrations can become 
abusive.  Each individual plays an important role in making every event as safe as 
possible. 
 
Hazing can be defined as any act or ceremony, which can create the risk of harm to 
a student as a form of initiation into a particular club or activity.  Hazing includes 
activities that involve the risk of physical harm, i.e., whipping, branding, ingesting 
vile substances, sleep deprivation, over-exposure to heat or cold, restraint, nudity or 
kidnapping. 
 
Hazing or harassment by any name is wrong. Anyone who witnesses or hears 
about a form of harassment should report it.  Allegations of harassment may be the 
result of words, physical contact, e-mail or other unwelcome verbal or non-verbal 
communication. 
 
It is the responsibility of school administration including the athletic staff, sponsors, 
and teachers to report any form of hazing/harassment and to deal with the problem 
on the local level. The state association office should only be contacted if an 
incident takes place during an MHSAA activity. Taking control in schools by 
establishing an antihazing policy that is explained and enforced is recommended.  
Students need a way to safely report incidents of hazing to the school guidance 
counselor and/or other administrative personnel. 
 
 
          

MHSAA  
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APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF 
MARCHING / AUXILIARY BAND FESTIVALS 

 
We plan to host a marching Band / Auxiliary Festival at      High School, 
__________________________Mississippi   (Zip Code), on __________________, 
20____.  The following schools will participate: 
 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 
 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 
 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 
 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 
 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 

 
Signed:                        
                                     Principal      Band Director 

 

Date:    
 

              
 

Approved: _____________________ Date:    
 

                     MHSAA Official 

 

The MHSAA must be notified when and where all festivals are held  
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MHSAA INVITATIONAL BAND/AUXILIARY REPORT FORM 
 

1. A Marching Band/Auxiliary Festival was held at ___________________ High School on 

__________________________. 

                            (Date) 

2. Receipts: 

 

    3ÐÊÒÌÛɯ2ÈÓÌÚȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

 $ÕÛÙÈÕÊÌɯ%ÌÌÚȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

 1ÈËÐÖɯ!ÙÖÈËÊÈÚÛȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭ.$____________ 

 

 3ÌÓÌÝÐÚÐÖÕȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

 3ÖÛÈÓɯ1ÌÊÌÐ×ÛÚȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

3. /ÈÐËɯÛÖɯ ËÑÜËÐÊÈÛÖÙÚȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

4. !ÈÓÈÕÊÌȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

5. 10% ÖÍɯșƘɯÈÉÖÝÌɯÛÖɯ,'2  ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱɯ $__________ 

 

      Important  ɬ If the amount due the Association is not  

                           remitted within thirty days from the date  

                           the festival was held, the amount due  

                           the Association will be 20% of balance  

                           (#4) instead of 10%. 

 

Please complete this report, attach check, and return to the Mississippi High School 

Activities Association, Post Office Box 127, and Clinton MS  39060-0127. 

 

    Signed: ______________________________ 

      (Principal) 

Names of Schools Participating 

 

1._____________________________8.___________________________ 

2._____________________________9.___________________________  

3._____________________________10___________________________ 

4._____________________________11.__________________________  

5._____________________________12.__________________________ 

6._____________________________13.__________________________ 
7._____________________________14.__________________________ 
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40.00 

 
BAND BULLETIN IV 

 
SITE OF STATE BAND EVALUATION:  1A, 2A, 3A, 5A ï Ridgeland High School / 4A, 6A ï Pearl High School 
Concert and Sight Reading:  March 8 ï 12, 2010 
Marching Events ï Regional Evaluations Held at Assigned Sites ï Date: October 10, 2009 

No school will be allowed to participate in the State Band Evaluation unless information is received or envelope 
containing information is postmarked prior to or not later than the deadline, September 15, 2009. Postage must be 

ample to insure delivery.  Please refer to Section F, Band Organization Administration Rules and Regulation, Rule 
14 (5) (d) of the Band Information Manual, which reads as follows:  ñLate entrants will be accepted by paying 
$100.00.ò  Please give all necessary information and include all students who plan to enter so there will be no late 
entries.  You must specify the CLASSIFICATION in which you plan to enter the State Band Evaluation.  You must 
furnish scores for all numbers (warm-up, selected, and required).  Have three scores of each ï one for each 

concert adjudicator.  PLEASE HAVE YOUR BANDôS NAME ON THE SCORES ENCLOSED IN A LARGE 
ENVELOPE; AND BRING THEM WITH YOU TO THE STATE BAND EVALUATION. 

 

1. Will your second band participate _________(Yes) ________(No)  

 

2. Name of School_____________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Band Director________________________________Tel___________________________ 

 

4.  Principal __________________________________Tel_____________________________ 

 

_________Number of Band members participating in the State Band Evaluation 

                          @ $5.00 each, including majorettes, drum 

                          major, and student conductor.  (Please list on  

                          pages 2 and 3). -----------------------                $ ____________________ 

 

_________ Drum maj or, only if to be adjudicated  @ $5.00 each. $ _____________________ 

 

__X_____ Site Location Fee (Pearl / Ridgeland) ȱȱȭȭ  $ _____________________ 

 

TOTAL AMOUNT REMITTED ------------------------------------------$ ____________________ 

 

5. School Classification _______________ (6A, 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, 1A) 

                         (Higher Classification (if you choose)  

 

6. Drum Major ___________________________ 

  

7. Number of Concert Band Members  _______________ 

 

8. Our school is ____________ miles from Jackson, MS. 

 

9. MARCHIN G SITE ___________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________     ___________________________________ 
                Principalõs Signature      Band Directorõs Signature 
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SECOND BAND PARTICIPATION 

 
All schools with second bands participating in the State Band Evaluation must complete this form and return 
to the MHSAA no later than September 15, 2009.   Please read Section F, Rule 7 (f) regarding high school 
second bands. 
 

Name of School________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Band Director _________________________________Telephone ______________ 

 

Name of Principal _____________________________________ Telephone ______________ 

 

__________Number of concert band members participating including student  

                    conductor. 

 

 

__________ Number of marching band members participating including  

         drum major.                

 

Drum Major _________________________________________________________________ 

 

School Classification __________________ (6A, 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, 1A) 

 

PERFORMANCE PREFERENCE: 

 

____________ Same day as first band 

 

____________ Within class 

 

____________ First day 

 

 

Our school is _______________ miles from Jackson, MS. 

 

     

 

  _______________________________ 
        Principal 

                      

_______________________________ 
        Band Director 
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Band Bulletin IV BAND ROSTER: (Name all bona fide students entering) 
 

1. ___________________________ 43.__________________________ 

2. ___________________________ 44.__________________________ 

3. ___________________________ 45.__________________________ 

4. ___________________________ 46.__________________________ 

5. ___________________________ 47.__________________________ 

6. ___________________________ 48.__________________________ 

7. ___________________________ 49.__________________________ 

8. ___________________________ 50.__________________________ 

9. ___________________________ 51.__________________________ 

10. ___________________________ 52.__________________________ 

11. ___________________________ 53.__________________________ 

12. ___________________________ 54.__________________________ 

13. ___________________________ 55.__________________________ 

14. ___________________________ 56.__________________________ 

15. ___________________________ 57.__________________________ 

16. ___________________________ 58.__________________________ 

17. ___________________________ 59.__________________________ 

18. ___________________________ 60.__________________________ 

19. ___________________________ 61.__________________________ 

20. ___________________________ 62.__________________________ 

21. ___________________________ 63.__________________________ 

22. ___________________________ 64.__________________________ 

23. ___________________________ 65.__________________________ 

24. ___________________________ 66.__________________________ 

25. ___________________________ 67.__________________________ 

26. ___________________________ 68.__________________________ 

27. ___________________________ 69.__________________________ 

28. ___________________________ 70.__________________________ 

29. ___________________________ 71.__________________________ 

30. ___________________________ 72.__________________________ 

31. ___________________________ 73.__________________________ 

32. ___________________________ 74.__________________________ 

33. ___________________________ 75.__________________________ 

34. ___________________________ 76.__________________________ 

35. ___________________________ 77.__________________________ 

36. ___________________________ 78.__________________________ 

37. ___________________________ 79.__________________________ 

38. ___________________________ 80.__________________________ 

39. ___________________________ 81.__________________________ 

40. ___________________________ 82.__________________________ 

41. ___________________________ 83.__________________________ 

42. ___________________________ 84.__________________________ 
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Band Bulletin IV Band Roster (continued) 

 

85.___________________________ 126._______________________________ 

86.___________________________ 127._______________________________ 

87.___________________________ 128._______________________________ 

88.___________________________ 129._______________________________ 

89.___________________________ 130._______________________________ 

90.___________________________ 131._______________________________ 

91.___________________________ 132._______________________________ 

92.____________________________ 133._______________________________ 

93.____________________________ 134._______________________________ 

94.___________________________ 135._______________________________ 

95.____________________________ 136._______________________________ 

96.____________________________ 137._______________________________ 

97.____________________________ 138._______________________________ 

98.___________________________ 139._______________________________ 

99.___________________________ 140._______________________________ 

100.___________________________ 141._______________________________ 

101.___________________________ 142._______________________________ 

102.___________________________ 143._______________________________ 

103.___________________________ 144._______________________________ 

104.__________________________   145._______________________________ 

105.___________________________ 146._______________________________ 

106.__________________________   147._______________________________ 

107.___________________________ 148._______________________________ 

108.__________________________ 149._______________________________ 

109.__________________________   150._______________________________ 

110.___________________________ 151._______________________________ 

111.__________________________   152._______________________________ 

112.___________________________ 153._______________________________ 

113.__________________________   154._______________________________ 

114.___________________________ 155._______________________________ 

115.___________________________ 156._______________________________ 

116.___________________________ 157._______________________________ 

117.___________________________ 158._______________________________ 

118.___________________________ 159._______________________________ 

119.___________________________ 160._______________________________ 

120.___________________________ 161._______________________________ 

121.__________________________  162._______________________________ 

122.__________________________   163._______________________________ 

123.___________________________ 164._______________________________ 

124.___________________________ 165._______________________________ 

125.___________________________ 166._______________________________ 

 
If you need more spaces, please enclose list of additional names. 
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CRITERIA FOR HIGH SCHOOL SECOND BANDS  
 

CONCERT 

 

I  -  Acceptable  tone quality, balance, style, and interpretation within  

        acceptable parameters for high school SECOND BANDS.  

    

II  -   Very good performance.  Tone quality, balance, style, and interpretation 

do not always fall within acceptable parameters for high school SECOND 

BANDS.  

 

III - Fair performance.  Definite weakness in tone, balance, style, 

  interpretation .   Execution rarely within acceptable parameters for  

  high school SECOND BANDS.  

 

IV  -   Poor performance.  Immature tone quality, balance, style, interpretation,  

          and execution rarely within acceptable parameters for high school  

          SECOND BANDS.  

 

 

 

SIGHT READING  

 

I  -   Acceptably performed for high school SECOND BANDS.  Minor mistakes in 

pitch, rhythm, dynamics, articulation, interpretation, key or time  signature may be 

evident. 

 

II  -     Good, but less mature performance for high school SECOND BANDS.  

          More mistakes evident in pitch, rhythm, dynamics, articulation,  

          interpretation, key or time signature.  

 

III  -    Fair performance for  high school SECOND BANDS.   Too many mistakes 

          in pitch, rhythm, dynamics, articulation, interpretation, key or time  

          signature. 

 

IV  -   Very insecure performance for high school SECOND BANDS.  Poor 

          execution of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, articulation, interpretation, key or  

          time signature. 
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STATE MARCHING EVALUATION ENTRY FORM 
 

Please send this form along with your check to the site where you have been assigned.  The deadline date for sending this form is 
September 15, 2009.  YOU WILL BE FINED $50.00 LATE FEE IF YOUR FORM AND CHECK ARE NOT AT THE SITE BY THE 
DEADLINE DATE.   Rules regarding festival participation may be found in Section F, Rule 10 (Marching Participation) of the 2009-2010 
MHSAA Band Information Manual. 

 

Name of School____________________________________________ Region Attending __________ 

 

Band Director(s)_______________________ __________________________ _____________________ 

 

_______________________________________ __________________________ ____________________ 

 

School Address _____________________________________________City ____________ Zip________ 

 

2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ/ÏÖÕÌɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ'ÖÔÌɯ/ÏÖÕÌɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

Fax Number ___________________ Cell ____________________ Email __________________________ 

 

Drum Major(s)________________________  _______________________  _________________________ 

  

School Enrollment_____________ Total Band Students including Auxiliaries____________________ 

 
Circle the Class you will enter:  1A      2A     3A     4A     5A  6A 

 

Please check the Units you wish to be judged:  Drum Major_______  Auxiliary Units _______  

 

Majorettes ________     Drum Line ________ 

 

Number of vehicles (buses & equipment trucks) you will bring ___________ 

 
REGISTRATION  FEE:   $150.00 (Make check payable to the site where you have been assigned).  Send this form 

with your check to the site address below.  If you are not attending the Concert and Sight -Reading portion of 

the State Band Evaluation  you must pay $150.00 to the Site where you are assigned and $100.00 to the 

Mississippi High School Activities Association.  

 

Principal               Band Director 
 
PLEASE HAVE YOUR FEES AND REGISTRATION FORM AT THE SITE BY SEPTEMBER 15, OTHERWISE, A LATE FEE OF  

$50.00 WILL BE CHARGED TO YOU.   

 

Region I    Region II    Region III  

October 10, 2009   October 10, 2009      October 10, 2009 

Tupelo High School    Grenada High School  Meridian High School  

4125 Cliff Gookin Blvd   1875 Fairground Rd       2320 32nd St 

Tupelo, MS  38801-8978  Grenada, MS 38901-5216  Meridian , MS 39305-4657  

Vance Wigginton, Director   Barry Rogers, Director  Steve Stringer, Director 

662-841-8975 ɬ Fax 662-841-8987 662-226-4456 ɬ Fax 662-227-6102 601-482-7192 ɬ Fax 601-483-5502 

 

Region IV    Region V 

October 10, 2009   October 10, 2009 

Pearl High School   Gulfport High School  

500 Pirate Cove   100 Perry St 

Pearl, MS  39208-4031  Gulfport, MS  39507-1903 

Jeff Cannon, Director  Zachary Harris, Director  

601-932-7939 228-896-7878       

Fax 601-932-7940   Fax 228-896-8281 
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STATE BAND EVALUATION FALL MARCHING 
 

INFORMATION 
 

The marching portion of the State Band Evaluation will be held October 10, 2009.  To participate in the State 
Band Evaluation, a school must have paid entry fees at $5.00 per band member and $5.00 for each soloist 
(drum major ï student conductor).  Those fees should be mailed to the MHSAA along with Band Bulletin IV.  
You must also pay an entry fee of $150.00 to your regional marching festival host which should be made 
payable to that site.  The deadline date is September 15, 2008.  IF YOU ARE NOT ATTENDING THE 
CONCERT AND SIGHT READING PORTION OF THE STATE BAND EVALUATION, YOU MUST PAY 
$150.00 TO THE SITE WHERE YOU ARE ASSIGNED AND $100.00 TO THE MHSAA. 
 
Below is a listing of the MHSAA Regional Marching Evaluation sites that have been recommended by the 
Executive Committee of the Mississippi Bandmasters Association and approved by this office.  You have 
been assigned a region and the site should be listed on Band Bulletin IV.  Please read Section F, Band 
Organization Administration Rules and Regulations, Rule 9 of the MHSAA Band Information Manual. 

 
2009 MHSAA STATE REGION MARCHING EVALUATION SITES 

 

Region    Date   Coordinator    Telephone 

 

I - Tupelo   10-10-09  Vance Wigginton   662-841-8975 

 

II ɬ Grenada  10-10-09  Barry Rogers   662-226-4355 

 

III - Meridian   10-10-09  Steve Stringer   601-482-7192 

 

IV - Pearl   10-10-09  Jeff Cannon   601-932-7939 

 

V - Gulfport   10-10-09  Zachary Harris   228-896-7878 
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MHSAA REGION STATE MARCHING EVALUATION  
 

 

SITE COORDINATORS ɬ PLEASE READ! 

 

 

Enclosed are forms and materials that have been devised by this office in an effort to 

maintain the uniformity of all marching evaluation sites.  It will be difficult to provide a 

standardized opportunity for all bands because of the different locations, different judges, 

and different dates. 

 

The reporting of participating bands enables this office to determine:  

 

1) If entering bands are properly certified for the results to be counted  

as meeting the marching portion of the MHSAA State Band Evaluation  

 

2) That all membership and band festival fees are paid in advance of  

participation.  

 

Please send the form listing all participating bands to t his office at least seven (7) days 

prior to the event. This will give us five (5) days to clear up any problems prior to the 

evaluation . 

 

Read and follow all rules according to the MHSAA Band Information Manual and apply 

them equally to all bands.  Be reasonable and fair with decisions not covered by the rules 

and use your best judgment. 

 

After the evaluation  is completed we would like an informal evaluation and suggestions 

as to how it may be improved.  

 

Best wishes for a successful marching evaluation .  Call our office if we can assist you in 

any way. 
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MARCHING EVALUATION  COORDINATOR ɀ2 CHECK LIST 

 
 

1. Read carefully Section F, Band Organization Administration Rules and Regulations 

of the MHSAA Band Information Manual. 

 

2. Obtain adjudicato rs from the approved list.  Notify adjudicators.  Drum major event 

is a solo event and if the adjudicator is not on the approved list, please notify the 

Association about those you plan to use.  They may be chosen from Mississippi. 

 

3. Schedule bands according to classification. 

 

4. Appoint a Timer to time each performance.  

 

5. Rating Sheet:  Use only those provided by MHSAA.  They may be duplicated.  

 

6. Instruct judges: Use plus (+) marks for strengths, and minus (-) marks for 

weaknesses. 

 

7. Tabulate scores and post on MHSAA forms.  

 

8. Festival chairperson must certify and sign all report forms.  

 

9. Give rating sheets and tapes to participating band. 

 

10. Send all report forms and $1500.00 to MHSAA .  If the amount due the Association is 

not remitted within ten days from the date t he Marching Evaluation  is held, the 

amount due the Association shall be doubled.  
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PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT FOR MARCHING ADJUDICATION  
 

 

This festival will satisfy the state marching requirements for those bands that choose to do 

so.  This is one of several-like festivals held at different times throughout the state of 

Mississippi.  It is important that we maintain a consistent level of adjudication among the 

various evaluation  sites.  Each band will be allowed to perform a show of its own 

choosing with no specific requirements as to the content of the performance.  We consider 

you to be a competent judge.  Please use your own standards and be influenced by no one 

else.  There are no specific quotas for any rating.  Please make your comments as positive 

and educational as possible. 
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MHSAA STATE MARCHING BAND EVALUATION  REPORT FORM 
 

 

1. A  State Marching Band Evaluation  was held at _______________________ High School 

on _________________________. 

                (Date) 

2. Receipts: 

 

3ÐÊÒÌÛɯ2ÈÓÌÚȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱɯȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

$ÕÛÙÈÕÊÌɯ%ÌÌÚȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭɯȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

1ÈËÐÖɯ!ÙÖÈËÊÈÚÛȱȱȱȱȭȭȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭɯȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

3ÌÓÌÝÐÚÐÖÕȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭɯȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

3ÖÛÈÓɯ1ÌÊÌÐ×ÛÚȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȱȱȱȱȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

3.  PÈÐËɯÛÖɯ ËÑÜËÐÊÈÛÖÙÚȱȱȱȱȱȭȱȭȭȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

4. !ÈÓÈÕÊÌȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭȱȭȭȱȱȱȱȱȭȱȱȭȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

5. ȜƕȮƙƔƔȭƔƔɯÖÍɯșƘɯÈÉÖÝÌɯÛÖɯ,'2  ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȱȱȭȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

 

IMPORTANT ɬ  If the amount due the Association is not  

            remitted within thirty d ays from the date the  

             festival was held, the amount due the  

                           Association will  be $3000.00. 

 

Please complete this report, attach check, and return to the Mississippi High School 

Activities Association, Inc., Post Offic e Box 127, Clinton, MS  39060-0244. 

 

 

 

 

      Signed: _________________________ 

               (Principal)  
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PARTICIPANTS IN STATE MARCHING BAND EVALUATION 
 
We are hosting the State Marching Evaluation at ____________________________________High School,  
 
___________________________, MS____________ Zip Code, on ______________ 20 ______, 
The following schools will participate:            

 
CLASS        NAME OF BAND   CLASS  NAME OF BAND 

_______________________________  _________________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  _________________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  _________________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  _________________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ _________________________  ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ _________________________ _ ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ __________________________ _________________________________ 

 

______ __________________________ ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ __________________________ ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ __________________________ ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ __________________________ ______ ___________________________ 

 

______ __________________________ _________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________  ________________________________________ 

                              Site Coordinator Signature     Date 
 

Return to the Mississippi High School Activities Association seven (7) days prior to the Evaluation 
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MARCHING BAND SCORE SHEET 
 

Name of Band_______________________________________________ Date__________________________ 

 

City_______________________________________State_______Classification ________________________ 

 

Director(s)__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Appearance_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Adjudicators will grade each main caption using A, B, C, D , to correlate superior, excellent, good, and fair in 

respective blanks.  Judges should try to use pluses (+) for strengths and minuses (-) for weaknesses and circle any 

major problem areas. 

            
I. Musical Performance          

        

______Tone/Intonation    ______Phrasing 

______Balance/Blend    ______Dynamics 

______Note/Rhythm accuracy   ______Musicality  

______Articulation           

           

Marching Performance          
 

______Execution of marching fundamentals  ______ Dress/Cover 

______Development/control of forms   ______ Posture/Carriage 

______Interval/Spacing/Distance   ______Guard Execution 

______Consistency/Uniformity of step  

   

II.  General Effect ɬ Music      

 

______Correlation of music and drill    ______Showmanship 

______Variety of Music    ______Staging 

______Visual enhancement of music   ______Musical contrasts 

            

             

III.  General Effect ɬ Marching          

      

______Correlation of drill and music    ______Showmanship 

______Correlation of all elements   ______Creativity 

______Development/Control of forms   ______Staging 

______Continuity of Flow     ______Variety 

            

 

IV.  Appendant/Percussion          

      

______Visual enhancement of auxiliary units 

______Percussion contribution 

______Originality 

            

                                                                                                                                              

Division Rating    

 

 

_______________________________________       

  Adjudicatorôs Signature  

Please use back of this sheet for comments 
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Mississippi High School Activities Association  

 

Date _________________________ Site __________________________ 

 

 

 

Class ɬ School ɬ 

 Number in Band    

Judge I Judge II  Judge III  Overall Rating  Signal Drum Major    
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MHSAA ï MBA MARCHING BAND CHAMPIONSHIP 2009 
Saturday, October 24, 2009 

 

Declaration Form 

 
 Name of School _________________________________________Classification ________________ 

 

Band Director ___________________________________________ Region Attended _____________ 

 

Other Directors _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Staff ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________ City ___________________Zip Code ________ 

 

Band Phone _________________________________ Home Phone ____________________________ 

 

Cell Phone __________________________________ Fax Number ____________________________ 

 

Email that will accept Attachments: _____________________________________________________ 
(Email is a primary communication tool) 

Alternate Email address: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Principal ________________________________Superintendent ______________________________ 

 

Drum Major (s) __________________________________________No. of Band Students _________ 

 

Name of Show & Music ______________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

DECLARATION: Our band will participate in the MHSAA ï MBA State Marching Band 

Championship if selected from the Regional Marching Evaluation site.  I understand that if our 

band drops out of the Championship after October 1, 2009, a $250.00 fine will be imposed and our 

band will not be allowed to participate in the Championship the following year. 

 

Yes ______________ No _____________ 

 

_________________________________________     _______________________________________ 

Principalôs Signature        Band Directorôs Signature 

 

Registration Fee:  $200 ɬ All Class es.  The Registration Fee should be sent with this form.  Bands not selected for the 

Championship will receive a refund.  The Declaration Form and Registration Fee must be received by September 15
th

.  

The Registration Fee is to help pay for trained adjudicators.  Make checks payable to:  Mississippi Bandmasters 

Association. 

 

Mail form and check by September 15
th
 to:   Need more information?  Contact: 

Andy Sanders, MBA 1
st
 V.P.    Floyd Stevens, Event Coordinator   

Southaven High School     festevens@comcast.com  
 735 Rasco Road      662.842.1307 - H   

Southaven, MS  38671     666.891.7152 - C  
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      BAND BULLETIN II 
 

RETURN NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 10 
 

The Solo & Ensemble Program will be held on January 30, 2010.  No school shall be allowed to participate in Solo and 
Ensemble unless information is received or envelope containing information is postmarked prior to or not later than the 
deadline, December 1.  Postage must be ample to insure delivery.  Please refer to Section F Rule 14 5 (b) of the MHSAA 
Band Information Manual, which reads as follows:  ñLate entrants will be accepted by paying a $100.00 fine.ò  No entrant 
will be accepted after 5 days from the deadline date. 

 

1. Name of School _________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Name of Principal _______________________________________________________ 

 

3. /ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÈÓɀÚɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌɯ3ÌÓÌ×ÏÖÕÌɯ-ÜÔÉÌÙɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

4. Name of Band Director __________________________________________________ 

 

5. Band Director(s) ____________________________________________ 

 

6. Total number of pupils entering the Solo and Ensemble Program ______________ 

 

NOTE:  If a pupil enters more than one event, he must be counted as many times as he enters 

different events.  EXAMPLE ɬ A pupil enters a trumpet solo and a per cussion sextet; 

therefore, the student  must be counted twice.  A student will be allowed to participate in one 

solo and one ensemble or two ensembles only.  

 

NUMBER OF ENTRIES @ $5.00 _________________________________________ 

       (This means $5.00 for each pupil)  (Example:  A quartet is $20.00) 

 

3.3 +ɯ ,.4-3ɯ1$,(33$#ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭɯȜɯɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

 

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS  

 

Peel-off labels will be mailed to you by November.    Please fill out one label for each solo or 

ensemble.  PRINT OR TYPE  and mail with Band Bulletin II to this office no later than December 1, 

2009.  We will peel off labels and attach to the adjudicator score sheet for each event.  These sheets 

will be returned to the Band Director as in past years.  Should you have more partic ipants than you 

have labels, write the information called for on a separate sheet of paper and we will fill in the label.   

Please note:  If your school did not participate last year, please call the MHSAA office 

(601.924.6400) to request labels. 
       

 

 

 
      

 

 

 



 

 28 

 

CONCERT SELECTIONS AND SEATING DIAGRAM 
 
Please add composerôs name after you list your music title.  YOU MAY PLAY ALL THREE CONCERT NUMBERS WITHOUT ASKING 
PERMISSION FROM THE JUDGES. Bring TWO sheets with you and give them to the MHSAA official before your band enters the Warm-up room. 
 

 No. Chairs Needed___________ 
 

1. Name of Band ____________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Name of Band Director (s) __________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________ ________ 

 

3. Warm-up Number ____________________________Composer _________________ 

 

4. Selected Number _____________________________Composer _________________ 

 

5. Required Number ____________________________Composer _________________ 

 

6. List below the percussion equipment you will furnish for use by your band:  

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

       ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Instruments that will be furnished by MHSAA:  Chimes, a set of four timpani, and  

bass drum.  (No mallets will be furnished)  

 

8. Please have a crew from your band bring equipment to the outside stage door. 

 

9. State seating diagram: (Please show the desired seating arrangement with the  

location of tympani and bass drum).  Also list both chairs and stands on seating  

Diagram.  

 

Chairs     Stands 
 

Row 1 _______________   _______________ 

 

 

Row 2 _______________   _______________ 

 

 

Row 3 _______________   _______________ 

 

 

Row 4 _______________   _______________ 

 

 

Row 5 _______________   _______________ 
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PIANO INFORMATION FORM 
 
 

Please complete the form below and return to the MHSAA office by Monday, February 15, 2010, if your performance will 
require a piano on stage 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name   ___________________________________________________________ 

 

School  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Performance Date ______________________________ Time ________________ 

 

 

 

THE PIANO WILL NOT BE MOVED!  
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APPLICATION FOR BORDERING STATE EVENTS 
 
All contests held between Mississippi high schools and schools from bordering states must be sanctioned by the Mississippi High 
School Activities Association.  Applications are to be initiated by the sponsoring school no later than 30 days prior to the date 
of the competition. 

 

Name of School ____________________________________ Date _________________ 

 

Signature of Principal _____________________________________________________ 

 

Section 1 

We request to participate in the following events (AWAY):  

 

School    State  Date of Event  Activit y 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 
 

Section  2 

We desire to invite schools from other bordering states (HOME):  

School    State  Date of Event Activity     

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

___________________ _____  ___________ ____________________ 

 
Section 3 

 
Endorsement of MHSAA: 
 
This event is APPROVED _____________________ DISAPPROVED ______________ 
 
Executive Officer _________________________________ Date ____________________ 
 
Endorsement of Bordering State: 
 
This event is APPROVED___________________ DISAPPROVED _________________ 
 

Executive Officer _______________________ Date _____________________________ 
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APPLICATION FOR NON-BORDERING STATE EVENTS 
 
The Mississippi High School Activities Association must sanction all contests held between Mississippi high schools and 
schools from non-bordering states. 
 
Section 1 
We request to participate in a non-bordering state event (Away) 

 

Date of Event  Activity    Boys  Girls  

 

____________ ____________________________ _______ _______ 

____________ ____________________________ _______ _______ 

 

Name of School __________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of Principal _____________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of Coach or Director ______________________Date Submitted__________ 

 

Host State      Host School 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

 

Section 2 

 

We request to host a non-bordering state event 

 

Date of Event  Activity     Boys  Girls  

 

___________  ____________________________ ______  ______ 

 

Non-bordering state schools invited: 

 

School    State    Boys  Girls  

 

_______________________ _______________________ _______ _______ 

_______________________ _______________________ _______ _______ 

_______________________ _______________________ _______ _______ 

_______________________ _______________________ _______ _______ 

 
This event is approved by MHSAA ______________________________________ 
 
MHSAA Official  _______________________________ Date _________________ 
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For 4A and 6A Bands 
 

Directions to Pearl High School  

 

Take I-20 east from Jackson through Pearl.  Take the Airport exit off I ɬ20. Turn left onto Airport Road over I -20 and go to the second 

traffic lift and turn left on Highway 80 west.  Go approximately ½ mile and turn left onto Pirate Cove (there is a Pearl High School sign 

at the entrance). 
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Getting on Campus  
 

1. Busses enter the campus on Pirate Cove off Highway 80 east. 

2. 2ÛÖ×ɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ5ÐÚÐÛÖÙɀÚɯ/ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯ+ÖÛɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÍÛÉÈÓÓɯ%ÐÌÓËɯȹÚÌÌɯÔÈ×ɯșƕȺɯÛÖɯÜÕ×ÈÊÒɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÔÌÕÛÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÚÌÚȭɯɯ8ÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÐnstructed 

as to when to unload the students at the Fine Arts Building.  Then you may reload t he buses with instruments (all instruments 

except percussion) in hand and drop the students in front of the Fine Arts Building.  Someone will be there to assist you.  Give that 

person your packet with scores and seating diagram.  

3. Once the students have unloÈËÌËɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÚÌÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÚÌÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÔÖÝÌɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ5ÐÚÐÛÖÙɀÚɯ/ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯ+ÖÛ until the students are 

finished.  

4. Utility/equipment vans with heavy equipment will enter the first parking lot area by Pearl High School (see  map #3).  That 

equipment will be unlo aded at the rear of the Dodson Performing Arts Complex.  Once the equipment is unloaded; the vehicles 

will need to park at the designated area in that same parking lot (see map #4).   

5. At the conclusion of the concert portion, these vehicles will move back to the rear entrance of the PAC and load the percussion 

equipment.  

6. Once loadedȮɯÛÏÌɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌÚɯÔÜÚÛɯÔÖÝÌɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ5ÐÚÐÛÖÙɀÚɯ/ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯ+ÖÛɯÈÕËɯÞÈÐÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÛÏÌ Band concludes the sight-reading 

portion of the festival.  

7. PARKING ɬ parking spaces (numbered iÕɯÛÏÌɯƘƔƔɀÚȺɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚȮɯÎÜÌÚÛÚɯÈÕËɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÚ to park.  (Student 

Parking Lot - see map # 5)              

 

Getting to Warm -Up 
 

1. After unloading the students, please move through the front doors and turn immediately to your right, th rough the double doors 

leading to the Fine Arts Wing.  Warm -up area #1 is the Symphonic Band Room. Warm-up area #2 is the Varsity Band Room.   

2. Sight-reading will be held in the Concert Band Room.  

3. /ÓÌÈÚÌɯÏÈÝÌɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÈÊÒÌÛɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈËÑÜËÐÊÈÛÖÙɀÚɯÚÊÖÙes and set-up chart ready when you enter the building.  MHSAA 

officials will receive your packet as you proceed to the warm -up area. 

4. Please follow the directional arrow on map to move from the sight reading room to the stage and from the stage to the sight -

reading room. 

5. After sight -reading, buses will return to pick up students in front of the school where they were dropped off.   

8ÖÜɯÔÜÚÛɯÔÖÝÌɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ5ÐÚÐÛÖÙɀÚɯ/ÈÙÒÐÕÎɯ+ÖÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÓÖÈËɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÔÌÕÛÚɯÐÕɯÊÈÚÌ 

6. Allow extra time to find your way to and from camp us.  Between the hours of 8:00-8:30 a.m. and 3:15-3:45 p.m., you will need to 

allow extra time due to regular school traffic.  

       

Getting to the Stage  

 

1.   Approximately ten (10) minutes before your performance time, please begin moving from the warm -up  area to the Dodson 

Performing Arts Center stage (THE WARM -UP  SUPERVISORS will be there to assist you).  This will allow ample time to be 

seated and make any need adjustments. 

2. (ÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯÔÖÝÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÞÈÙÔ-up area at the correct time.  PLEASE BE COOPERATIVE WHEN THE 

WARM -UP SUPERVISORS INFORM YOU OF THE TIME.  

 

Equipment Provided by Pearl High School  

 

  Concert      Sight-Reading 

  A set of four timpani     Three timpani  

  A set of chimes     Bass Drums 

  A concert Bass Drum ( not a tilting drum)   Chairs and Stands 

 

Location of Rest Rooms 

 

Pearl High School Fine Arts Wing  

Dodson Performing Arts Center (Lobby Area)  

Do not use these for Changing Areas 
 

Note:  Security will be on duty in each area.  However, you are advised not to leave buses or equipment vehicles unattended. 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBER FOR PARENTS:  Pearl High School 601-932-7931 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBER FOR DIRECTORS:  Please notify MHSAA 601-924-6400 or Pearl High School 601-932-7931/601-932-7937, 

if you are delayed or experience a problem before arriving on campus.  
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To Ridgeland High School 
For 1A, 2A, 3A, 5A Bands 

Coming Soon - Check Back Online   
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General Eligibility Rules 
 

1.  To be eligible to participate in interschool activities, a contestant must:  

a. Be a bona fide student, having enrolled not later than the 15th day of any semester of participation, carry the required number of 

subjects for graduation by their local district and deport himself satisfactorily.  

 

b. Any pupil who becomes 19 years of age prior to August 1 shall be ineligible for interschool competition. A FINE OF $1000 

WILL BE ASSESSED ANY SCHOOL THAT PLAYS A STUDENT WHO IS TOO OLD.  

 

c. Not be a graduate of a four-year high school.  

 

d. Not have enrolled in a college or junior college or participated in athletics above the high school level, and no eligible high 

school student shall be permitted to participate on a college level in any activity. However, a student who has successfully 

completed his or her junior year and is academically talented may take college courses as allowed by the Mississippi Department of 

Education, none of which would render the student more proficient in any sponsored activity of the MHSAA. The only restriction 

to be observed by pupils who participate in summer college academic programs is that they must not take any course that would 

ordinarily render them more proficient in a sponsored high school activity during their senior year. An illustration of this restriction 

is that a pupil should not take a summer college course in debating or in public speaking if he plans to participate in these activities 

during his senior year in high school.  

 

e. Upon the completion of grade eight, choose the high school he/she wishes to attend in a city or district where there are two or 

more high schools or schools of secondary grade. When a student has chosen a high school and enrolled in and attended that school 

for one day or longer, the school of his choice shall become his home school. In a junior high school situation, the choice of grade 

nine in a given junior high school means the choice of the senior high school, which is designated by the appropriate school board 

as the senior high school for the graduates of that particular junior high school. Any pupil who enters grade 9 in a member public 

junior high school or grade 10 or above in a member public high school and then transfers to a member private or parochial high 

school shall be ineligible for a period of one year. The same is true where a pupil enters grade 9 in a member parochial or private 

junior high school or grade 10 or above in a member parochial or private high school and then transfers to a member public high 

school. Upon transfer from the first member high school chosen to the second member school, he will be ineligible for competition 

in either athletic and literary contests or meets until he has been in the second school for one year from the date he enrolls in the 

second school.  

 

f. In the case of a transfer student, the school shall secure a transcript of the high school work completed by the student and a 

transfer form signed by the principal of the school from whence he comes. The transfer form for out-of-state transfers shall give the 

date the student entered the ninth grade and whether he passed his work during the preceding year. If any school should refuse or 

delay unnecessarily in sending the transcript or the transfer form, when requested by the receiving school to do so, the Executive 

Director may, upon the presentation of satisfactory proof, authorize the school to use the student in athletic contests prior to the 

receipt of the transcript and the transfer form. A transfer student is one whose parents or guardian has moved from one school 

district to another and established a bona fide residence therein for some other purpose than conferring athletic or interscholastic 

eligibility on the student. Any transfer student must be in good standing from the school he/she is leaving in order to receive 

eligibility at his/her new school. This includes MHSAA member schools, as well as non-member schools and students transferring 

from out of state. Any student who transfers during a sport season, even after making a bona fide move, must be approved for 

participation in the same sport season.  

 

g. Foreign Student Eligibility - a bona fide foreign exchange student may be immediately eligible the first year in residence in the 

school district in which the host family is a bona fide resident and be limited to one year of eligibility provided the student is a 

participant in an established foreign exchange program accepted for listing by the Council of Standards for International Education 

Travel (CSIET), and there is no evidence of athletic recruitment resulting in the studentôs attendance at the school either by the 

school or any other outside entities. The foreign exchange student shall meet all other eligibility requirements of the MHSAA 

Handbook. Any student that has established eligibility at a Mississippi school and participates in a Foreign Exchange Program 

sponsored by a CSIET approved program will be eligible for participation immediately upon his/her return to the same Mississippi 

school. The student shall meet all other requirements for eligibility as listed in the MHSAA Handbook.  

 

h. Eligibility Reporting ï The report submitted to the State Office becomes a permanent record. Care should be utilized to have the 

eligibility complete and correct as an error on the original filing can cause difficulty one to three years later. The school should 

report each student only once during a school year. Eligibility is by semesters and not by sports. At the beginning of each school 

year, student eligibility should be updated 15 days prior to the first game or contest. Schools which are late in filing eligibility will 

be fined $50.00. Players participating in athletics or activities may be added to or changed after the beginning of the season, 

provided a pupil is not allowed to participate in a game or contest until properly reported. The list of players participating in 

athletics or activities may be added to or changed after the beginning of the season, provided a pupil is not allowed to participate in 

a game or contest until properly reported. Each school shall keep a file copy of the eligibility sheets.  

 

i. A student shall not participate in interschool contests for more than four consecutive years after the date of entering into the ninth 

grade regardless of when he began to participate. Entering into the ninth grade is construed to mean that a student has completed 

most or the entire eighth grade and is carrying at least three ninth grade subjects.  
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2.  Academic rules for students participating in activities:  

To be eligible for athletics and activities, students must pass the number of courses required by their local district in order to stay on 

graduation track. The units will be averaged as a whole, either numerically or by GPA, and must be 2.0 or better each semester (NEW 

ELIGIBILITY)  in order to maintain eligibility.  

 

A student athlete may become eligible for the second semester only once during his/her high school career if he/she fails the year end 

average the previous year, by passing the required number of units with a 2.0. This will be done in order to keep the student on track for 

graduation.   

 

NOTE: Detailed information on eligibility can be found on the MHSAA website home page:  www.misshsaa.com, - Click on 

Eligibility.  

 

Special education students will be academically eligible if they are making satisfactory progress according to the committees reviewing 

their Individual Education Plans (IEP).  

 

Out of School One or More Semesters: If a pupil who is eligible for a given semester drops out of school for one or more semesters, 

he/she is then ineligible until he/she passes the required number of courses with an overall average of 2..0 during a semester. A pupil who 

is eligible for a given semester cannot drop out of school during the semester or remain out of school for one or more semesters and then 

be eligible for the next semester he attends.  

 

SEVENTH, EIGHTH AND ENTERING NINTH GRADE PARTICIPATION: Pupils in the seventh grade, eighth grade, and 

entering the ninth grade participating in high school extra-curricular activities must have a 2.0 overall average (computed numerically or 

by GPA) for the four core courses (English, math, science and social studies) from the preceding semester. The year-end average for the 

spring semester will be used to compute averages for the fall semester. Students must be on track to be promoted to be eligible.  

 

If a student meets promotional requirements at the end of the school year but is retained in the same grade, the student is ineligible for 

one (1) year. This is commonly referred to as redshirting. If the student participates after being declared ineligible, the school will be 

placed on athletic probation by the MHSAA. Also, the school could lose accreditation by the State Department of Education.  

 

SUMMER SCHOOL CREDITS: An accredited summer school shall be considered as an extension of the second semester of the school 

session, and credits earned in such a school may be considered in determining the scholastic eligibility of students. The completion of a 

full unit, major subject, during a summer school shall be classed as passing one major subject for one unit of credit and not as passing two 

major subjects for one half unit each. Accredited correspondence courses may be accepted for establishing athletic eligibility provided the 

course has been completed and recorded by the opening of school.  

b. Exceptions to Rule (1) may be made by the Executive Director in the following cases:  

 

1. Students that have been tested, screened, and placed in a TMR or EMR Special Education program.  

 

2. Students that have been tested, screened, and placed in accordance with their IEP in a Special Education Program approved by 

the State Department of Education will be ruled eligible with the following requirements:  

a. Make satisfactory progress in their course work.  

b. Maintain attendance according to district policy.  

 

c. Be assigned a date of entering the ninth grade corresponding to other students of that age.  

 

d. Be subject to all other rules and regulations of the MHSAA.  

 

General Eligibility Rules, Junior High/Middle Schools 
 
1. To be eligible to participate in interschool Junior High/Middle activities, a contestant must:  

 

a. Be a bona fide student having enrolled not later than the fifteenth day of any semester of participation, carry four basic courses* 

and deport himself satisfactorily.  

 

b. A pupil must attend school in the school district of which his parents are actual bona fide residents.  

 

c. A student must pass their grade level by achieving at least an average of 2.0 in four basic courses* the previous semester 

(computed numerically or by GPA). The year-end average for the spring semester will be used to compute averages for the fall 

semester.  

 

d. To be eligible for participation as a seventh grader a student must be promoted with an average of 2.0 from sixth to seventh 

grade and for participation as an eighth grader a student must be promoted from seventh to eighth grade with a 2.0 average.  

 

e. A pupil who is not eligible at the beginning of the school year may become eligible the second semester only once during the 

studentôs junior high school career by passing four basic courses with an overall average of 2.0.  

 

f. The instructional program of the district is based on an instructional management plan/system which defines core objectives, 

standards of mastery, and criteria for the academic promotion/progression of students from one grade level to the next. The criteria 

prohibit the retention of students for extracurricular purposes.  
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g. Have on file with the Executive Director at least 15 days prior to the first game or contest the eligibility list giving all 

information on the form required by the Director.  

 

h. Age:  Seventh grader must not have reached 14 years of age prior to August 1.  

Eighth grader must not have reached 15 years of age prior to August 1.  

Ninth grader must not have reached 16 years of age prior to August 1.  

 

i. Birth Certificates Required. Seventh, eighth, and ninth graders shall not be eligible to participate until a certified copy of the 

studentôs birth certificate, issued by the Bureau of Vital Statistics in the state in which he was born, has been presented to the 

Principal or his designee of the school. Date of birth and birth certificate number shall be listed on eligibility list (form 1) along 

with other information the first time a pupilôs name is submitted to the state office.  

 

* Basic courses - Any subject that meets the equivalent of at least 250 minutes per week or meets the State Department requirement.  

 

 

BAND ORGANIZATION ADMINISTRATION RULES AND REGULATIONS  
 

1. The name of this organization shall be the Mississippi Bandmasters Association 

2. The purpose of this organization shall be: 

a. To stimulate interest in the study of music and to develop the desire for good music in the schools and communities.  

b. To cultivate worthwhile leisure -time interests in boys and girls. 

c. To bring before the educators and citizens of the state the work of the Mississippi Bandmasters Association and Band Division 

in order to gain greater recognition and support.  

d. To secure recognition on the part of school administrators and boards of education of music as an integral and vital part of 

complete educational development entitled to recognition as a curricular subject, with unit credit on a comparable basis with  

other subjects. 

3. Membership and Classification  

Active membership in the Band Division sh all be granted to any member high school in the State of Mississippi whose music 

director is duly certified by the State Department of Education upon payment of current annual dues.  A high school may consi st 

of grades 9 to 12 inclusive, grades 10 to 12 inclusive, or grades 11 to 12 inclusive, depending upon the organization of the particular 

school.  Dues must be paid according to the plan of school classification. 

Class 6A  --  $50.00 

Class 5A  --  $50.00 

  Class 4A  --  $50.00 

  Class 3A  --  $45.00 

  Class 2A  --  $40.00 

  Class 1A &  

  Beginner Bands --  $35.00 
 

Beginner bands are defined as bands organized since the beginning of the second semester of the previous year in school districts 

where no band previously existed or where an existing school is divided by the opening of a new school in the same district and 

the pupils are divided between the schools.  The new school may enter the band festival one classification below the one that the 

school would normally participate in.  

NOTE:   Any band may enter a higher classification but not a lower one.  Bands are classified on the basis of the school enrollment.  

No band shall be required to advance more than one classification in one year regardless of the enrollment of the school, and the 

dues must be paid to the Mississippi High School Activities Association, Inc., not later than October 1 of each year. 

4. Recognized Events 

The Association shall sponsor and administer an annual Mississippi High School Band Festival as follows:  

a. Concert 

b. Marching  

c. Sight- Reading 

d. Solos  and Ensembles 

5. General Rules for State Band Evaluation  Eligibility  

a. School:  Any member high school in Mississippi may participate in the State Band Evaluation according to the rules and 

regulations as hereinafter provided.  To participate a school: 

(1) Must be a member of the Mississippi High School Activities Association, Incorporated.  

(2) Must have paid entry fees for each participant as follow:  

$5.00 per band member 

$5.00 additional for each ensemble member 

$5.00 additional for each soloist 

(3) Must have paid annual dues as prescribed. 

(4) A member school must have a music director who has been duly certified in Mississippi.  Requirements for certification 

may be secured from state Supervisor of Music Education, Jackson, Mississippi. 
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b. Students: 

In order to partici pate in the State Band Evaluation, a student must comply with all general rules of eligibility as established 

by the Mississippi High School Activities Association, Incorporated.  Enrollment in or participation with a Junior or Senior 

College Band disqualifies a student from participation in the State Band Evaluation .  When a high school band member 

ÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯÈɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯÈɯ,ÜÚÐÊÐÈÕɀÚɯ4ÕÐÖÕȮɯÏÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÛÏÌÕɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÐÕÌÓÐÎÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÏÐÚɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÐÕɯÈÕàɯÉÈÕËɯÍÌÚÛÐÝÈÓȭ 

(1) Not later than September 1, the Executive Director of the Mississippi High School Activities Association, Inc., shall send 

to the members entry blanks for the State Band Evaluation.  These blanks shall be filled out as specified and returned not 

later than September 15.  The names of all students participating must be submitted.  
(2) Failure to report for participation:  Band, individual, or group of performers must be present at the time and place 

scheduled.  In case they do not report on time, the chairman in charge of the Band Evaluation shall proceed with the next 

number on program without waiting for same to appear; and such participant shall be placed at the end of the schedule if 

time permits, but shall not be given the place of another participant on the program.  A band or participant may be 

disqualified for failure  to report, decision in the matter being left to the discretion of the Executive Director of the 

MHSAA  as he may interpret the rules as set up by the State Association.  Any school that enters the State Band 

Evaluation  and withdraws fro m competition for the concert and sight reading  portion after January 15 will be fined 

$250.00.  
6. Participation in State Band Evaluation  

a. All Class Bands except Class D must participate in the following events: 

(1) Concert 

(2) Sight reading 
(3) Marching  

Individual membe rs in all class bands may participate, in addition, in one instrumental solo event and one ensemble 

event, or in two ensemble events.  NOTE:  Drum Major is not to be considered as an instrumental event for this one 

purpose: i.e., a student may enter as soloist and in one ensemble or in two ensembles and still be allowed to enter as 

Drum Major . 

7.     Concert Participation   
a. Required numbers to be played in each classification shall be selected by the band directors representing each class at the 

Annual State Band Clinic, subject to the approval of the Executive Director.  

b. Immediately following the State Band Clinic , ÛÏÌɯ2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÕËɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙÚɀɯ#ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÕÖÛÐÍàɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

State Band Advisory Committee of the following:  

(1) The required number s for each class. 

(2) List of selective festival music which will come from an approved list (list to be adopted by the Bandmasters Association).  

Scores of all pieces to be played shall be provided by each school for adjudicators.  Measures shall be numbered and 

scores shall be identified with school name. 

c. Numbers to be played in concert: 

(All class bands shall play three numbers all of which will be adjudicated).  

(1) Warm-up selection of its own choice. 

(2) One of the required numbers for the class entered or a higher class. 

(3) A selected number. 

NOTE:  The same Festival number may not be used more than once in three years in any event. 

d. MHSAA/MBA Approved Adjudicator Forms will be used for the Solo and Ensemble Program and State Band Festival 

ÈËÑÜËÐÊÈÛÖÙɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÚȭ 

e. Adjud icating 

(1) All adjudicators shall be chosen by the State Band Advisory Committee, subject to the approval of the Executive Director.  

Those who have been satisfactory in previous festivals may be selected.  

(2) There shall be three well-qualified adjudicators for  each concert performance. 

(3) The same adjudicator may serve in more than one class. 

(4) No organization shall be penalized for lack of instrumentation, provided the band shows a balance of instrumentation.  

(5) MHSAA/MBA Adjudicators Forms will be used for comments i n addition to audio taped comments.   

Forms for second bands will be color-coded. 

f. High School Bands may participate in the Mississippi High School Band Concert and Sight Reading Evaluation  under the 

following conditions:  

(1) No student may participate in both the first and second band. 

(2) The second band will select music for their Concert two classifications lower than their first band and three 

classifications lower for Sight -Reading. 

(3) The third band will select music for their Concert three classifications lower  than their first band and will read 1A Sight -

Reading. 

(4) The Executive Director will assign performance days and times for both first,  second and third bands. 

(5) Second bands will be listed in the program with their actual classification followed by (II).  Thir d bands will be listed 

with  their actual classification followed by (III).  

(6)  Students would receive one contest medal.  The medal for each band will be of appropriate colors. 
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8.    Sight Reading Participation  

a. Sight-reading shall be held, entry into which  shall be compulsory for all except beginner bands.  The Executive Director shall 

secure music which shall not be known to participating bands until the time of performance.   

 

b. The most recent edition of the UIL Sight-reading Series shall be used for Sight-reading evaluations. 

 

c. MHSAA/MBA Adjudicators Forms will be used with second band forms  being color -coded. 

 

d. A sight -reading coordinator shall administrate the process in the sight -reading room.  That person will orchestrate the band  

and the directors to prepare them for the sight-reading process. 

 

d. Any band, regardless of classification, upon entering the Sight Reading portion of the State Band Festival shall be allowed, 

prior to adjudication, to play a warm up scale, etude, or chorales, not to exceed 30 seconds in duration in order to properly 

acclimate students and director to the performance environment.  

 

e. To insure consistent ratings comment sheets may be held at the beginning of a class or at the beginning of a day.  All possible 

means should be employed to get consistent ratings. 

 

f. Music to be read will be:  

Class 1A will read UIL Level 1 

Class 2A will read UIL Level 2 

Class 3A will read UIL Level 2 

Class 4A will read UIL Level 3 

Class 5A will read UIL Level 4 

Class 6A will read UIL Level 5 

 

g. The second band will select read three classifications lower than their first band for Sight -Reading. 

 

h. The third band will read 1A Sight -Reading. 

 

i. Sight Reading 

1. The judges should be located in three different areas.  It is acceptable for the judges to confer when a rating is in question.  

It should also be noted that the benefit of doubt should be in favor of the band.  

2. The director will be allowed to study the score in the sight reading room for two minutes.  This time will be in addition to 

the length of time in w hich the director formally works with the band.  

3. The band and director will be able to sing, talk, teach, or utter any musical responses except play during the preparation 

process for the period of time as follows: 

 

Class  Length of selection   Time allowed  for preparation  

A   2 ½ minutes or less    8 minutes 

AA/ AAA   2 ½  minutes or less   8 minutes 

AAAA   3 minutes or less    9 minutes 

AAAAA   3 minutes or less    10 minutes 

AAAAAA   4 minutes or less    11 minutes  

 

4. One minute prior to ending the explanation process, a judge will cue the director as to the length of remaining time. 

5. During the performance of the sight reading selection, talking or tapping on a music stand will be allowed in an effort to 

aid the students. 

6. Any director from a competing school or any director from another school who is helping the  conductor is allowed in  the 

sight reading room during the preparation process and the performance of the sight reading selection.  However, the 

assisting band director from other schools must have already completed the sight reading competition or be in a different 

classification reading different music.  

 

j. Sight- reading music selection process 

1.   Six weeks prior to contest the MHSAA will order the music  
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